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FOR AMBASSADOR NEWSOM FROM HOLBROOKE 
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TAGS:SHUM. RP 

SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS: CASE OF BENIGNO AQUINO 
REFS: A. MANILA 17635. B. STATE 264718 

1 . JERRY COHEN, DIRECTOR EAST ASIAN LEGAL STUDIES, 

HARVARD LAW SCHOOL, TELEPHONED FLECK NOVEMBER 9. COHEN 
SAID THAT AS RESULT OF CONVERSATION WITH PAUKER, HE WAS 
CABLING INVITATION TO AQUINO TO COME TO HARVARD LAW SCHOOL 
AS VISITING FELLOW FOR 1978. COHEN SAID HE DOES NOT PLAN 

TO COMMUNICATE DIRECTLY WITH MARCOS INASMUCH AS MARCOS 
NEVER REPLIED TO CABLE COHEN SENT HIM SEVERAL YEARS AGO 
ON SAME SUBJECT. COHEN PREFERS NO PUBLICITY BE GIVEN TO 
OFFER AT PRESENT STAGE. 

2. FYI HARVARD OFFER DOES NOT INCLUDE ANY STIPEND OR 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 268529 

OTHER FINANCIAL SUPPORT. COHEN STATES THAT HARVARD HAS 
NO MONEY BUDGETED FOR THIS PURPOSE BUT HE BELIEVES AQUINO 
WOULD HAVE NO TROUBLE FINDING WILLING FINANCIAL SUPPORTERS 
IF HE CAME TO THIS COUNTRY, A JUDGEMENT IN WHICH WE 
CONCUR. END FYI. 

3. IF AQUINO IS DISPOSED TO DEPART THE PHILIPPINES AND 
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TO ACCEPT HARVARD OFFER, WE SHOULD ALLOW HIM OR HIS 
REPRESENTATIVES BROACH THE SUBJECT TO MARCOS. YOU MAY 
TELL AQUINO FAMILY THAT IF AQUINO DESIRES EMBASSY SUPPORT 
WITH MARCOS, YOU ARE PREPARED TO VOUCH FOR AUTHENTICITY 
OF HARVARD OFFER AND TO URGE MARCOS TO LET AQUINO GO. IN 
TALKING TO MARCOS YOU WILL NEED TO EXERCISE CARE IN 
STRESSING IMPORTANCE WE ATTACH TO AQUINO RELEASE WHILE 
NOT GIVING IMPRESSION THIS WILL RESOLVE SERIOUS OVERALL 
HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEMS WHICH AFFECT PHILIPPINE IMAGE IN 
THIS COUNTRY. REMIND MARCOS OF WHAT HE TOLD ME LAST 
APRIL. I DO NOT THINK WE SHOULD BECOME INVOLVED IN ANY 
NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN AQUINO AND MARCOS REGARDING TERMS OF 
AQUINO'S RELEASE BUT I HOPE THE IDEA OF A "CONFESSION" BY 
AQUINO IS DEAD. IF IT ISN'T, HIT IT AS HARD AS YOU THINK 
POSSIBLE. VANCE 
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SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS: CASE OF BENIGNO AQUINO 
REFS: A. MANILA 17635. B. STATE 264718 

1 . JERRY COHEN, DIRECTOR EAST ASIAN LEGAL STUDIES, 

HARVARD LAW SCHOOL, TELEPHONED FLECK NOVEMBER 9. COHEN 
SAID THAT AS RESULT OF CONVERSATION WITH PAUKER, HE WAS 
CABLING INVITATION TO AQUINO TO COME TO HARVARD LAW SCHOOL 
AS VISITING FELLOW FOR 1978. COHEN SAID HE DOES NOT PLAN 
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TO COMMUNICATE DIRECTLY WITH MARCOS INASMUCH AS MARCOS 
NEVER REPLIED TO CABLE COHEN SENT HIM SEVERAL YEARS AGO 
ON SAME SUBJECT. COHEN PREFERS NO PUBLICITY BE GIVEN TO 
OFFER AT PRESENT STAGE. 

2. FYI HARVARD OFFER DOES NOT INCLUDE ANY STIPEND OR 
OTHER FINANCIAL SUPPORT. COHEN STATES THAT HARVARD HAS 
NO MONEY BUDGETED FOR THIS PURPOSE BUT HE BELIEVES AQUINO 
WOULD HAVE NO TROUBLE FINDING WILLING FINANCIAL SUPPORTERS 
IF HE CAME TO THIS COUNTRY, A JUDGEMENT IN WHICH WE 
CONCUR. END FYI. 

3. IF AQUINO IS DISPOSED TO DEPART THE PHILIPPINES AND 
TO ACCEPT HARVARD OFFER. WE SHOULD ALLOW HIM OR HIS 
REPRESENTATIVES BROACH THE SUBJECT TO MARCOS. YOU MAY 
TELL AQUINO FAMILY THAT IF AQUINO DESIRES EMBASSY SUPPORT 
WITH MARCOS, YOU ARE PREPARED TO VOUCH FOR AUTHENTICITY 
OF HARVARD OFFER AND TO URGE MARCOS TO LET AQUINO GO. IN 
TALKING TO MARCOS YOU WILL NEED TO EXERCISE CARE IN 
STRESSING IMPORTANCE WE ATTACH TO AQUINO RELEASE WHILE 
NOT GIVING IMPRESSION THIS WILL RESOLVE SERIOUS OVERALL 
HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEMS WHICH AFFECT PHILIPPINE IMAGE IN 
THIS COUNTRY. REMIND MARCOS OF WHAT HE TOLD ME LAST 
APRIL. I DO NOT THINK WE SHOULD BECOME INVOLVED IN ANY 
NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN AQUINO AND MARCOS REGARDING TERMS OF 
AQUINO'S RELEASE BUT I HOPE THE IDEA OF A "CONFESSION" BY 
AQUINO IS DEAD. IF IT ISN'T. HIT IT AS HARD AS YOU THINK 
POSSIBLE. VANCE UNQTE VANCE 
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